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Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Minister for the Civil Service: David Cameron (Conservatives)

Deputy Prime Minister, Lord President of the Council (with special responsibility for political and constitutional reform): Nick Clegg (Liberal Democrats)

Nick Clegg’s office of the deputy Prime Minister will sit in the Cabinet Office. Mr Clegg will have special responsibility for political and constitutional reform. He will cover for the Prime Minister if he is away for Prime Minister’s questions. 

Cabinet Appointments by Department

	Department
	Appointments

	HM Treasury
	Chancellor of the Exchequer

George Osborne (Con)

George Osborne was appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer in May 2010, after holding the shadow post since May 2005 when he was appointed by the then Conservative Leader Michael Howard.

Chief Secretary to the Treasury

David Laws (Lib Dem)

David Laws was appointed Chief Secretary to the Treasury in the 2010 coalition government. The move follows revelations in 2007 that he had declined an offer from George Osborne been offered a position in the Conservative Shadow Cabinet but had declined the offer from the then Shadow Chancellor George Osborne.



	Department for Business, Innovation & Skills


	Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills

Vince Cable (Lib Dem)

Vincent Cable was the Liberal Democrat Treasury spokesperson from 2003 until the creation of a Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition government in May 2010. 

One of the most recognisable figures on the Liberal Democrat benches, Mr Cable has won plaudits - and enjoyed a high public profile - for his analysis of the global credit crunch.

Dr Cable was elected Deputy Leader of the Liberal Democrats in March 2006 and from October to December 2007 he served as acting leader after Sir Menzies Campbell's resignation.


	Foreign and Commonwealth Office


	First Secretary of State, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

William Hague (Con)

Foreign Secretary William Hague is one of the most recognisable and high-profile figures on the Government front bench, having led the party during Tony Blair's first term as Prime Minister. He was among the first Conservatives to be appointed to David Cameron's cabinet following the 2010 general election.



	Ministry of Justice


	Lord Chancellor, Secretary of State for Justice
Kenneth Clarke (Con)

One of the so-called "big beasts" of the Conservative Party, Ken Clarke made a surprise return to the front benches as Shadow Business Secretary in January 2009. Following the May 2010 general election, Mr Clarke remained on the frontbench as Justice Secretary and Lord Chancellor - a partial reprise of the role of Home Secretary that he discharged under John Major in 1992-1993.



	Home Office


	Secretary of State for the Home Department; and Minister for Women and Equalities
Theresa May (Con)

Theresa May was appointed Home Secretary in David Cameron’s first cabinet after the 2010 General Election. A high profile Conservative and a noted moderniser, she was also given the post of Minister for Women and Equality.



	Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs


	Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Caroline Spelman (Con)

Caroline Spelman was appointed as Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs having held the brief for Communities and Local Government while in opposition. She was formerly Chair of the Conservative Party and has been on the Conservative front bench since the 2001 General Election.



	Department for International Development


	Secretary of State for International Development

Andrew Mitchell (Con)

Andrew Mitchell was appointed International Development Secretary in David Cameron’s first Cabinet having held the shadow post since the 2005 election. First elected in Gedling in 1987, he was one of a handful of Conservative ministers to lose his seat in the 1997 election. He returned to Parliament in 2001 as MP for Sutton Coldfield.



	Department of Communities and Local Government


	Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

Eric Pickles (Con)

Communities Secretary Eric Pickles was appointed to this position following the May 2010 general election, having been Chairman of the party since January 2009 (a role he had been widely tipped to retain).

 

Mr Pickles had previously held the role of Shadow Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government whilst in Opposition.

	Department for Education


	Secretary of State for Education

Michael Gove (Con)

Michael Gove was appointed to David Cameron’s first Cabinet as Secretary of State for Education having held the shadow post from 2007.

Michael Gove was already a relatively well-known figure prior to his election to Parliament in 2005, having had a successful career as a columnist for the Times.



	Department for Energy & Climate Change


	Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change

Chris Huhne (Lib Dem)

Chris Huhne was appointed Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change following the formation of a Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition in May 2010.

Mr Huhne had been the Liberal Democrat Shadow Home Secretary from December 2007 until his appointment to the cabinet, entering this position following Nick Clegg's election as Party Leader and his own second unsuccessful bid for the leadership.



	Leader of the House of Lords
	Leader of the House of Lords, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster

Lord Strathclyde (Con)

Lord Strathclyde had been Shadow Leader of the House of Lords since 1998. Entering the chamber as a hereditary peer in 1986 at the age of 26, he was quickly promoted to the Whips Office and went on to become Tourism Minister in 1989.



	Department of Health


	Secretary of State for Health

Andrew Lansley (Con)

Andrew Lansley became Secretary of State for Health in May 2010, as part of the newly formed Conservative – Liberal Democrat coalition Government. As such, he became the first Conservative Health Secretary since Stephen Dorrell in 1997, having held the Health brief in opposition since November 2003.

Having built a strong reputation during his long period as Health spokesperson, Mr Lansley’s position seemed briefly in doubt during the spring of 2009, when he commented on the possible need for a future Conservative government to cut public spending.



	Northern Ireland Office


	Secretary of State for Northern Ireland

Owen Paterson (Con)

Owen Paterson took on the role of Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, having been responsible for the same portfolio in opposition since July 2007. He was first elected to Parliament in 1997 having spent 20 years in the leather industry. He joined his family business after attending the National Leathersellers College, and travelled the world through his work. He was once President of COTANCE, the European Tanners' Confederation.

	Department for Work and Pensions


	Secretary of State for Work and Pensions

Iain Duncan Smith (Con)

Perhaps one of the more surprising appointments to the new Cabinet, Iain Duncan-Smith led the Conservative Party between 2001 and 2003 but his tenure as leader was not seen as successful. Since his rejection by the parliamentary party and return to the backbenches, Mr Duncan-Smith has been widely praised for his work with the Centre for Social Justice and a champion of the view that social justice should be natural territory for the political Right.



	Wales Office


	Secretary of State for Wales

Cheryl Gillan (Con)

Cheryl Gillan was appointed Secretary of State for Wales in May 2010 having preformed the Shadow role since 2005. She first joined the Conservative front bench in 1995, having been a junior minister for Education and Employment in the final two years of John Major's term as Prime Minister.



	Ministry of Defence


	Secretary of State for Defence
Liam Fox (Con)

Liam Fox was appointed Defence Secretary by Prime Minister David Cameron in May 2010, after serving as Shadow Defence Secretary since 2005. He took up his shadow position following his strong showing in the 2005 Conservative Party leadership election, in which he finished third. He had campaigned on the idea of promoting Britishness and widening the appeal of the party.



	Department for Transport


	Secretary of State for Transport

Philip Hammond (Con)

Philip Hammond was appointed Transport Secretary by David Cameron in his first Cabinet as Prime Minister. Mr Hammond had worked as Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury while in opposition and before that, Shadow Work and Pensions Secretary. Before entering politics he had a long business career working in the medical equipment industry.



	Department for Culture, Media & Sport


	Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport

Jeremy Hunt (Con)

Jeremy Hunt entered the Commons in 2005, replacing veteran Conservative MP Virginia Bottomley in the traditionally Tory constituency of South West Surrey in 2005. His speedy rise through the Conservative ranks culminated in his being appointed Shadow Culture Secretary in 2007. He now retains this portfolio in the new coalition Government.



	Scotland Office


	Secretary of State for Scotland (and providing ministerial support to the Deputy Prime Minister in the Cabinet Office)

Danny Alexander (Lib Dem)

Danny Alexander became Secretary of State for Scotland in the first Conservative – Liberal Democrat coalition Cabinet after the 2010 General Election.

Prior to this he had been Chief of Staff to Party Leader Nick Clegg and Chair of the Party's Manifesto group, in which role he took the lead in writing the Party's manifesto for the 2010 election. He had also previously been Shadow Work and Pensions Secretary.
Minister of State (does not attend cabinet)

David Mundell (Con)

Appointed Minister of State for Scotland after the election, Mr Mundell had previously held the position of Shadow Secretary of State while in opposition. He is currently the only Conservative MP in a Scottish constituency.



	Conservative Party Chairman
	Minister without Portfolio (Minister of State)
Baroness Sayeeda Warsi (Con)

She became the Conservative Shadow Minister for Community Cohesion during the reshuffle that followed Gordon Brown becoming Prime Minister, and was nominated to become a life peer. 

In 2005, she had been the first Muslim woman selected to fight a seat as a Conservative candidate. Her appointment to the House of Lords meant that she would not fulfil her stated ambition of becoming the first ever female Muslim Conservative MP.




Other Cabinet Attendees

	Whips


	Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury and Chief Whip

Patrick McLoughlin (Con)

Patrick McLoughlin was appointed Chief Whip in the Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition government formed after the May 2010 general election.

Mr McLoughlin was the Opposition Chief Whip prior to entering government, having been appointed to this post by David Cameron when he was elected leader of the party in December 2005. He has been a Whip since the Major Government and previously served as Deputy Chief Whip from 1998. 



	
	Leader of the House of Commons, Lord Privy Seal

Sir George Young (Con)

Born in Oxford in 1941, Sir George Young was educated at Eton and Oxford. He inherited the family Baronetcy in 1960. Sir George worked as a merchant banker and as an economist at the Post Office before being first elected to Parliament in Ealing in 1974. His love for cycling to work earned him the nickname 'the bicycling baronet'. 

Under Margaret Thatcher, Sir George served as a Health Minister and Environment Minister. 



	
	Minister of State (Universities and Science) – Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

David Willetts (Con)

Widely regarded as one of the most intelligent Conservative MPs, David Willetts was a member of the Conservative Shadow Cabinet as Shadow Minister for Universities and Skills, with special responsibility for family policy. He previously shadowed the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills until it was disbanded in June 2009.


	Cabinet Office
	Minister for the Cabinet Office, Paymaster General

Francis Maude (Con)

Francis Maude was appointed Cabinet Office Minister in the Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition government in May 2010. He had previously been Chairman of the Conservative Party from 2005 but lost the job two years later amid complaints that he had alienated party members in his drive to modernise. He was then given the role of Shadow Cabinet Office Minister.

Born into a political family, his late father was Angus Maude, a founder member of the 'One Nation Group' of Conservative MPs in 1950 and Paymaster General under Margaret Thatcher.

Minister of State – Cabinet Office (providing policy advice to the Prime Minister in the Cabinet Office)

Oliver Letwin (Con)

Oliver Letwin supported David Cameron in his leadership campaign and is widely considered as being central to the party's policy formulation process. Mr Letwin was made Chairman of the Conservative Party's Research Department and Policy Review by Mr Cameron in December 2005 and led the party's policy development into the 2010 election.



	Attorney General’s Office
	Attorney-General (invited to cabinet when required)

Dominic Grieve (Con)

Dominic Grieve was appointed Attorney General in David Cameron’s first Cabinet having previously served in the equivalent shadow post between 2003 and September 2009.

He had become Conservative Shadow Home Secretary in 2009 following David Davis' decision to stand down from Parliament to fight a by-election on the issue of 42-day detention for terror suspects.




Privy Council (this means they get a Rt Hon if they didn’t have one already)

The Queen has also been pleased to approve that the following be sworn of Her Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council:

George Osborne MP

Dr Liam Fox MP

Dr Vince Cable MP

Eric Pickles MP

Jeremy Hunt MP

Chris Huhne MP

Michael Gove MP

Caroline Spelman MP

Andrew Lansley CBE MP

Andrew Mitchell MP

Danny Alexander MP

David Laws MP

Philip Hammond MP

Dominic Grieve QC MP

Owen Paterson MP

Cheryl Gillan MP

Baroness Warsi

